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by Dennis R. Grossi 

A. ACCIDENT 

Location: East Moriches, N.Y. 
Date: July 17, 1996 
Time: 2031 local standard time 
Aircraft: 
NTSB Number: DCA96MA070 

Trans World Airlines (TWA) Flt. 800, B-747-131, N93119 

B. SUMMARY 

Revision Note: The FDR recovery software used to produce the tabular listing in the original Addendum 
report was designed to process a standard Wword,  I-second data frame, not the 43-word, 0.67188-second 
data frame used by the TWA 800 FDR system. Algorithms added to the software properly addressed the 
timing of the data frames but introduced timing offsets within each data frame ranging linearly from 0.005 
seconds for the 1'' word to 0.22 seconds for the 43rd word. The software was revised to correctly define the 
time of each parameter within each 0.67188-second data frame. 

On July 17, 1996, about 2031 eastern daylight time, a Boeing 747-131, N93119, 
operated as Trans World Airlines Flight 800 (TWA800), crashed into the Atlantic Ocean, 
about 8 miles south of East Moriches, New York, after taking off from John F. Kennedy 
International Airport (JFK), Jamaica, New York. All 230 people aboard the airplane were 
killed. The airplane, which was operated under Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) Part 121, was bound for Charles De Gaulle International Airport (CDG), Paris 
France. The flight data recorder (FDR) and cockpit voice recorder (CVR) ended 
simultaneously, about 13 minutes after takeoff. 

The FDR, a Sundstrand Model UFDR (s/n 6707), was recovered from the Atlantic 
Ocean on July 24, 1996, and transported to the Safety Board's FDR Laboratory in the 
custody of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). The FDR arrived at the Safety 
Board's Laboratory at approximately 3:OO AM, on July 25, 1996. The damaged recorder 
was disassembled and the magnetic tape recording medium removed for playback. The 
initial readout of the recorded data was performed on July 25, 1996. 



The DFDR Factual Report did not contain all of the data recorded during flight 800, 
nor did it contain any data recorded during the prior landing. The attached tabular listings 
contain the parameters recorded during flight 800 and not listed in the DFDR factual 
report, and the DFDR data recorded during the landing at JFK. DFDR elapsed time was 
used as the time base for data recorded during the landing prior to flight 800. 

Dennis R. Grossi 
National Resource Specialist Flight Data Recorders 



TWA Flt. 800 

B747- 131, Takeoff to End of Data 
Tabular Data No. 2, Revised: December 22, 1999 

National Transportation Safety Board 
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TWA Flt. 800 

8747- 131, Landing at JFK 
TABJFKI, Revised: December 22, 1999 

National Transportation Safety Board 
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